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4. “he enclosed Tilo has been reviewed by this offive 
nd is returned to you with our scamenta on tho lepal aspects 
nm? the actlon suggentod. 


STATSPEC 


eoptenoar 2.0476 pparantiiy, thera were ne witnesses 
te the accident. Tha driver mtutad in an interrogatory 
*hat he wae currying certain United States reosrdsa in his 
vahicia when a heraeedraw: cant caused him to swerve into 
the voulldin,. “he police apparmntly ccusidered him negife 
pent, however, and charged i; with reckless driving, The 
finel polices antion Is not imdleatod. 


Se either the driver nor our cierk in charge of 
eB transportation reported the aceident, and on at least ane 
ocoaBion, tla clerk diverted an attempt by the building 
owner to submit his alaim. ‘Shen the acoident waa finally 
brought to our attention in Yobrmiarys, 1949, both the driver 
and the olerk wers suspended and later disoharged, In tha 
meantine, the drivyor had Seen atbexpting te settle the 
damares directly with the building owner in order to 
preserve his employment with our station. - 
4. The omar of the bulldirg, tr. EE, thon 2OX ae 
autmltted a clain against the United States Govarimant for 
Ree for damaze to his property. A member of tho U, 3. 
TarG.pn Claims Cormisaion estimated the damages to be 


HEE or lore. 


25X1A be The Chicf of the iE bes rococo 
manded that the olalm bs approved for settleucnt in the 


maxiour @unouat of sibloct % negotiation and a 
possible reduction t This recommendation waa than 
forwarded tc you by the f, Baiget and Finunsa 

with the su:pestion that the Direstor's approval be ob¢ainsd 
in order to remove any posalsle doubts of wallaliyve 
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6. Tre sus applicable to ths settlers of Tare - 
Gleins against ‘he Cewerment do inot cover this sltuntiione 
Se Podexval Port Claim Ast of 1916 Le Jinited to cist=s 
arising within the United States asd specifically excludes 
Gin.us ariaing outsides. Congress has jealexsiy 
the right to pay foreign cisina ami has granted this power 
only to certain specified ag«uscies for atrictly Ziakiicd 
purpones, No suoh powar has been extended to this Agencye 
Wa have dasevased the matter with legal officers for the 
Tepartment of State who are oxperlensed in thia fleld, 
ami they connur thnt the nomml precedure where favorable 
action on moh a claiz: is deired is to forward it to the 
Genernl aAcounting Cffiee, with « itecomendation thnt 1 . 
be considored a meritorious eiaim ier submission to Consresas 
for special relief. If such action ie Genired, we fool 
our resnamendation shouid bo linited to the rigure of 
LE 20, gocordins to tie ontizmate of the Foreign Claims 
ROPYskaitetlyvoe 


7. in wiew of the avoru, it Le our opinion that 
Chore 18 no muthority for tha Direater to approve paynent 
of inis claim unless there nve speotal aspects of a eonfle# 
dential nature or which geo to the actual basla of oparations. 
On the record, there do not aypear to be auch spesial sconsldora«~ 
tions, es the olnir Ls ono whleh was handled oponly with the 
full knesisdes of the police and other offictals, 


LABRFRCS Ry HOUBTOR 


LAC? smos/abt 
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